
 
 
December 18, 2006 
 
Indian Pride 
 
Everyone should be proud of who they are in that they live up to a respectable standard in 
their conduct.  "Indian Pride" emblazoned on a sweatshirt, ball cap, or bumper sticker is a 
joke if the person wearing it doesn't look clean, doesn't pay their bills, and the bumper 
that it rides on has bad tires, no brakes and smokes up the air like a cartoon cigar.   
 
Indians have a rep for not paying for goods and services.  The surrounding communities 
often won't do business with them except on a cash basis.  Vets won't take in rez dogs 
because they have been stuck, too many times, with an abandoned animal or for services 
rendered but never paid for.   
 
Lawyers go unpaid and so they stop returning calls that come from the rez.  Delivery 
services stop delivering unless there is cash at the start of the process.   
 
Dentists would rather send you away screaming in pain than render hundreds of dollars of 
services that never get paid for.  
 
Business can’t afford to try out every Indian to see if they are as bad about paying as the 
last 30 were.  Good people suffer the stigma along with those who really don’t give a 
hoot.  Hey, if you were the one doing business, you would shy away from Indians too!  
Even those that have money, refuse to pay what they owe!  Look at your gutless leaders 
for examples of Indians not paying their bills!  We’ll discuss some of the highlights or 
lowlights of those events in a future blog.   
 
You mess up, you bring the whole community down.  A lot of good people in the 
community don’t deserve that rep, but they get it from their relatives.  Bad credit is 
contagious in Indian Country.   
 
Yes, I know there are examples of hardass types that screw over Indian People.  I can’t 
fix them and neither can you.  But you can fix yourself. And that is where the changes 
begin. 
 
I know times are tough and you can find you are without funds really easily, but listen 
up:  No one outside your community owes you anything.  You pay for what you get or 
you don't get it.   
 
Poor means you don't have what you need.  It doesn't mean you trick people into 
rendering services or giving you goods and not paying for them.  If you are not paying, 
you are saying you are poor.   
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Poor means you don't go to Bingo, you don't buy beer and smokes and you don't buy 
dope.  Poor means you get off your ass and find a way to work one or more jobs and pay 
for what you want or need; or you live within the means, however unrealistic the terms 
are, of what you are given.   
 
Think you deserve more?  So do I.  Boot out the greedy bastards that have impoverished 
your community and take back the millions of dollars that they have spent for their own 
pleasure and prestige.   
 
If you are not willing to take that kind of action to help yourself, you will remain poor.  If 
you are willing to stand up for yourself and hold those in charge accountable, you will 
overcome poverty and just about anything else that ails you in this world.   
 
It is your choice.  But don't expect that people who are struggling to make a decent living 
for themselves in the surrounding communities owe you their time or efforts, goods or 
services for nothing.  They don't. 
 
Tricking someone out of their time or trade by not paying them, is wrong.  And it goes on 
way too often.  It builds up a prejudice in the outlying communities.  It is not acceptable.  
All Indians end up wearing that jacket.  
 
You want to show you have "Indian Pride"?  Show some personal pride.  Clean up the 
trash around your house; mow your lawns, wash your vehicles.   
 
Spend money on the upkeep of your life first.  Yes, I am talking about that wallet full of 
"Bingo Money" that never seems to win you enough to pay the lawyer, the dentist, the 
delivery man, the utilities.   
 
Get your children decent clothes and decent food with the money you have.  Bingo and 
cigarettes are for when you have "extra" money, not as your first priority. 
 
There are people in the community that do have self-respect.  They take care of their 
property; clean their houses; maintain their vehicles and feed their children as best they 
can.  You don't see them at Bingo and they are not wearing "Indian Pride" shirts, caps 
and pasting bumper stickers onto their cars.   
 
You want Indian Pride? Earn it! Live it! 
 
And while you are at it, stop calling lawyers if you don't have money up front.  They 
have to pay bills too, and for their office, and for their hired help and insurance and fees.   
 
If you do contact a law office, first thing out of your mouth should be: "How much do 
you charge for a consultation." Second thing should be: "I will bring 'X' amount of cash 
with me, is that okay?" and then you set up an appointment.  You do it that way until they 
get to know you as a person, not as just another Indian that probably won't pay me. 
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You want a better life?  Stop voting in the bastards that keep you down.  Vote in and 
support those who actually care about the community and will do the work, hard work, of 
regaining some "Indian Pride".   
 
And stop wearing those stupid shirts and caps!  Be it, don't wear it.  Indian Pride should 
not be something that gets beer spilled on it, or that stinks from not being clean.   
 
Indian Pride is walking with your head up; your work completed and you being willing to 
help your neighbors. 
 
If you want prejudice to go away, you have to do your part.  Be an honorable member of 
society.  Pay for what you get and stop acting like a victim.  No one owes you anything, 
got it?   
 
Using that to excuse your lack of responsibility in paying what you owe is only making 
all Indian People look bad.   
 
There are so many Indians that are struggling every day to overcome the bad rap of so 
many other Indians around them that think they are owed something for free, bring down 
on everyone.   
 
Tell you what:  If you really think you are owed some goods or service and should not 
have to pay for them, then when you go to get groceries, or get your hair done, or your 
dog treated or a lawyer because you have a problem; tell the person that answers the 
phone: 
 
"Hi, I'm an Indian and I don't pay.  I won't pay.  The world owes me," and then if they 
provide services or goods to you, they at least will not be expecting money.  It is the 
Honest Indian thing to do, is it not?  
 
Start representing yourself, your community, your people with dignity.  And for crying 
out loud, throw that shirt in the dustbin! The hat, too!  They are jokes.   
 
While you are at it, scrape off that bumper sticker and wash that thing.  Start finding your 
dignity.  It is something you earn.  It is not a $10 shirt with a slogan you can't live up to 
written across it.   
 
You do work, you expect to be paid, right?  Welcome to the real world! 
 
Geez!  Why doesn't anyone take Indians seriously?  Go figure! 
 
Show dignity in your walk, your talk and personal cleanliness.  Dignity earns respect.  
You can't bully people into "respect" and fear is NOT respect.  Give your kids someone 
to look up to, and upon whom they can model their own behavior.  
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When the Black Man stood up in America, he was wearing a suit! He was speaking 
proper English and he got his point across in a way that could not be denied.  Look at the 
old photos.  Look at the protestors and how they were dressed.  They were mistreated by 
the ignorant government around them, but they had dignity and they overcame the 
oppressive culture that surrounded them. 
 
Look at Rosa Parks Mug Shot.  She was arrested for not giving up her seat to a white man 
on a bus!  She is dressed like a dignified woman.  She didn't have stupid slogans all over 
her.   
 
Dignity was in her eyes, in her manner and permeated her whole being.  And it showed!   
 
They changed a nation by changing themselves and what they expected of themselves 
and for themselves.   
 
I am only telling you this because I think we all need to be reminded from time to time, 
what it takes to make things better for the future.  Sometimes, we forget and we have to 
look at how others have accomplished the same thing in the recent past.   
 
The Future is ours to lift ourselves up to a higher standard, higher quality of life; or to 
forfeit to increasing prejudice that we build ourselves by forgetting who we are.   
 
You want to be proud of your Indian Blood?  Then do something with it!  Your ancestors 
did.  Stop riding on their bones to claim their work and accomplishments as yours. Make 
something of your life and add to the heritage, don't just bleed it off. Do your share of the 
effort and then you can claim your "Indian Pride". 
 
Once you forget who you are, I guarantee, more of those stupid shirts will show up to 
remind you.  It's a poor substitute for the real thing, but if that is all you have, maybe you 
should keep the shirt, the ball cap and the bumper sticker.   
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 
 
 


