
February 28, 2011 
She Got In The Way Of His Knife 
 
Back in August of last year I got a bit of info from the rez:Attempted Murder, Swat 
Team, etc (Note: Link does not work in Printer Version)  where a BIA Cop tried to 
stab his wife to death, then fled, eluding police, back to Turtle Mountain, where 
he had a stand off with the Swat Team. 
 
Guess what? The guy got less than a slap on the wrist. The courts, who favor 
cops over people they try to murder, decided that if he completes a few hours of 
anger management, he will have the charges removed from his record.  
 
According to AP:  
 

BIA Officer Might Have Assault Charge Dropped 
A Bureau of Indian Affairs police officer accused of cutting his wife with a 
knife in Devils Lake will have an aggravated assault charge dropped if he 
completes a domestic violence program. 
By: Associated Press, 
 
DEVILS LAKE, N. D. (AP) — A Bureau of Indian Affairs police officer 
accused of cutting his wife with a knife in Devils Lake will have an 
aggravated assault charge dropped if he completes a domestic violence 
program. 
 
Forty-one-year-old Duane Gunville had been scheduled for trial Thursday. 
Ramsey County State's Attorney Lonnie Olson tells KZZY radio that he 
and the defense attorney agreed to defer prosecution. 
 
Olson says Gunville's wife changed her story and said Gunville did not 
attack her. He says the woman said Gunville was going to attempt suicide 
and she got cut when she tried to take the knife away last August. 

 
 
So, it looks like it was HER fault for getting in the way of the knife as he was 
making stabbing motions.  
 
Yeah, poor guy. <snark> 
 
I think anyone that has ever had to break up a fight between very young siblings, 
where one bit the other, has heard the excuse: "Her arm was passing by just as 
my mouth was closing...3 times." 
 
Any court that buys into this plea is a joke.  



Restless Spirit: The Blog 28 February 2011 
Page 2 of 3 

I can understand a  six-year old trying it, but I cannot understand a Court buying 
it.  
 
Remember: Her wounds were defensive. He was stabbing her repeatedly, ran 
from the cops, and had to be taken down by the SWAT Team. How is this NOT a 
case of assault with intention to kill? Are North Dakota Courts that backwards?  
 
Of course she changed her story. It is what happens when battered women, 
addicts, alcoholics, have no community support system, nowhere to go. They 
change their story. Big surprise.  
 
Anyone else got into a rage, stab 'repeatedly' flee from police and have to be 
taken down by the SWAT Team would be in prison. Period.  
 
But now, it's 'her fault' for getting in the way of his knife? Or: 'her fault' for 
changing her story because she has nothing else she can do? Wow. Wow. Wow.  
 
Let me guess: He's still a cop? Still have a badge and a gun? Somebody, tell me! 
Please! 
 
If you cannot and will not protect the children from rapists, drug dealers and 
abusers; and you will not protect battered women, exactly what are you expecting 
from the children who grow up and witness this kind of crap? They live in a 
community where this happens all the time. It's compounding the generational 
PTSD that affects everyone out there. Government endorsed/enforced abuses 
destroy cultural ties and make healing impossible. 
 
Keeping the people in a constant state of surreal abuse, especially with the 
courts even considering such pleas puts every single person in that community at 
risk on several levels.  So much for the courts even pretending to care about 
Justice or protecting the innocent.   
 
Now, everyone that does not live on the rez, ask yourself what your community, 
your neighborhood would be like if you had to live with the courts presenting such 
wild ass arguments in order to keep a bully out of jail?  Would you feel 'safe'?  
 
Is it any wonder that Indians don't feel they will be treated fairly? They don't talk 
to Law Enforcement? They don't turn to the courts for Justice? There hasn't been 
any Justice. At least not yet. We are all still waiting. This was just a 'taste'.  
 
I have seen the worst Judicial rulings come down where Indians are concerned. 
The most bizarre trials, rulings and verdicts. It is not the same Democracy we all 
think we have.  It is designed to dismantle the very fabric of community. Time to 
take a closer look at the rulings that affect Indian Country and ask yourself if you 
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think they in any way, are Just.  Ask yourself that if it was concerning you, how 
would you feel about the police, the courts and the system in general?  
 
I think you'd be outraged if it happened once. Imagine if it happened all the time, 
every time? So, where would you go with that outrage? How would you cope? 
What would you teach your children? How would they feel about themselves? 
Their community? The whole system?  
 
Oh, and ʻstay out of the way of knivesʼ that might be held by someone who has 
no intention of hurting you, but who will stab you, repeatedly, by ʻmistakeʼ. Honest 
mistake. Really. Just ask the Jug head Judge that is considering this, for real. 
 
You Know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


