
February 22, 2011 
Couldn't Do It Without You 
 
Ahh... let's review the last blog. I went after the Redfox family pretty hard. Yes, 
they do vote in a block, Tokio District, but they don't get much out of it. I am told 
that they are among the nicest people out there, just a lot of drinking problems. 
I'm sure that whomever buys them the booze, or hauls them to the polling place, 
gets their votes.  
 
They don't work, for the most part.  
 
So, that makes them, what? Bad people? No. In fact, very few people out there 
can be called 'bad people'.  They are people who are the result of all the damage 
done, to their family, their culture, for generations by systematic abuses endorsed 
and enforced by the Federal Government.   
 
People turn to alcohol and addictions early on because, for most, that is all there 
is out there. It is their only vacation from otherwise unbearable circumstances. It 
makes the circumstances even more desperate, but it is that vicious cycle that 
must be broken.  
 
I got the Redfoxes mixed up with the Foxes. Susie Fox, NLO's 
secretary/Administrative Assistant was the one who, in the last election, was one 
of the people tampering with the votes and disallowing eligible voters.  
 
I hope the Redfoxes, who are a big family, will, regardless of who tries to buy 
them, take a good look at that one moment of effect they can have for their 
district and for the tribe, and vote for the best person. It's asking a lot of people 
who have so little, but it is important.   
 
They too, have children and grandchildren who need a better future. Voting can't 
be a joke or a party, it has to be something they do, for their grandchildren.  
 
Imperfection R Us 
 
I make mistakes in this blog. Sometimes big ones. This is why I need YOUR 
voices. I sometimes hear from people I never heard from before, only after I 
make a flub. Mixed blessing.  
 
The same writer tells me that Carl WalkingEgo is sober now. Has been dry for 
about 3 months. I have my doubts. I suspect he has taken a break between 
binges. He has not stopped robbing the tribe, embezzling, so if he has dried up, 
good. He'll be sober when he goes to prison.  
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I am also told that NLO is not going to run again. However, she is going to retain 
her connections to Ronin, which is where most of the Tribe's money has been 
side streamed for the past 6 years or so.  Ronin also controls the Casino for the 
past few years or longer. I doubt that she will suffer much. She also has set 
herself up for a huge payout at the end of her term. Not legally, mind you, but 
she'll take it none the less.  
 
Justin Yankton will probably run for Tribal Chair. Given the field out there, he is 
probably the best the tribe can do at this point. Keep an eye on him. He is 
capable of doing good work, but he has also succumbed to the lure of money and 
power to a degree and it is a mixed bag with him. But, I think he has a 
conscience. And, if you keep on him, he will, in my opinion, do the best job.  
 
There may be a few others who might run or who are thinking of it. To me, these 
things need to be planned out and worked on at least a year in advance. All this 
last minute:"Hi! Here I AM! Vote For ME!" is unrealistic.   
 
One would think, the Rez being what it is, everyone would know everyone out 
there by now and all it would take is someone raising their hands and saying, "I'll 
do it," and people will already know all they need to know about that person.  
 
But, from what I have seen, so many decades of people feuding, gossip being 
the only network out there (and they never retract gossip), people are suspicious 
of each other, do not know each other and are fragmented. Which is how, for so 
long, the corrupt have stayed in power. Both in Tribal Council and in the very 
cogs and works that are supposed to run the place.  
 
The biggest, hardest step for anyone to take out there is to get to know the truth. 
To not be afraid of the Truth. To be willing to hear it, and know it is right--even if it 
means that whatever they have believed about this or that person all this time, 
has been wrong.  
 
People cannot be afraid to be wrong. We are all wrong at least once a day. It's 
not that big a deal. You make a mistake, you own it. Move on. It's the cover-up 
that makes it all stink worse and get bigger.  
 
Imagine how much easier it would be for your kids to admit their mistakes and 
learn from them if they see that you also make mistakes, and own up to it and 
move on.  
 
So much time is wasted with people afraid to make a mistake or to own up to any 
imperfection, out there. They lie in wait for the next person to make an error and 
then jump all over them, finger pointing, shouting, jumping up and down.. as if 
somehow, that mistake makes them either a bad person or weaker or 'defective'. 
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What a waste of Good Indian Learning! 
 
Mistakes are embarrassing. I know. I have made my share. Those of you who 
follow the blog have had a laugh or two as I get set back on track. But I am still 
here. Mistakes don't end you if you own them. If you own them, they don't own 
you.  
 
But, if you expect perfection of others, you expect it of yourself. And that creates 
a level of social tension that cannot help anyone, especially you.  
 
I gave up on perfection as soon as I realized my bowed legs were not going to 
look good in short skirts. Ever.  
 
I had a friend say something to me, decades ago, that made a difference. "I just 
realized how you can get so much done in your life!," she said to me. "You are 
not afraid to make a mistake." 
 
I had never, up until that point, realized there was a fear of making mistakes out 
there. But now, I see how that holds back individuals and the communities they 
live in. My awareness of my being unafraid to make mistakes, from that point 
forward, was my secret superpower.  
 
There is no way a hero is going to emerge and save the tribe. This is a long 
process, not a cartoon, comic book. You will not get perfect candidates, and 
mostly you will not get really good ones. But what you will get are people who 
want to help and who need to be supported in what they are doing and held 
accountable when they go off the track.  
 
Nothing will get better if we all hold out for "Perfect". Trust me, I know from 
"Perfect".  
 
Noises From The Past 
 
Skip Longie is making noises that he will again run. Were there not enough 
scandals last time? Let's hope he stays out of it. His ties to the fake M'dwauken 
papers which have cheated the real M'dwauken out of their birthright, is 
despicable. He has some sort of money laundering connection with Mystic Lake. 
All those 'Million dollar loans/grants" that came from Mystic Lake? Ever wonder 
WHERE that money came from? Let's just say, it all goes 'round and 'round.  
 
He gets in again, forget any progress that has been gained.  
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What Has Improved 
 
It may not seem like it, but things with this Tribal Council are, incrementally, 
improved over the previous. For one, the meetings are scheduled and posted. 
Remember when NLO would change the meetings times, dates, places 
sometimes 3x a day? And it was always last minute. You had to chase down the 
elusive magic meeting spot.  
 
That is a big difference. It actually allows you to get in and hear and be heard.  
 
I see they have made a big deal of how they put in a computerized accounting 
system -- that covers the paychecks.  The cash count is still a bit of magic hat out 
there. Computerized systems are only as good as the data input into them. 
Garbage in, Garbage out. "GIGO" as it is called.  
 
BUT, it is a step in the right direction. Before, it was always up to the never-sober 
Secretary/Treasurer who did not keep records in any manner that could be 
tracked or audited. At least now, some of it can be tracked and audited.  
 
The meetings are also held in places where there is room for all who want to 
attend. Remember how they used to slam the doors shut and not let people in? 
They don't do that anymore.  
 
Now, if they would just hold the meetings in a way where they could allow those 
who have jobs to attend the meetings... they could give time off from SMC for that 
if they wanted. Also, they should post the topics at least 2 weeks in advance so 
that anyone that wants to enter a letter or documents, whether they can attend or 
not, can do so.  
 
It's not perfect, but it is, because so many of you are getting involved, way better 
in some ways and a little better in other ways.  A lot of work still needs to be 
done. It needs to be done by everyone. Those who are elected need to be 
diligent and do their best. Those who vote for them need to keep on them and 
keep track and hold them accountable.  
 
This can be done in a civil and peaceful way. There is no need to ever threaten 
or intimidate anyone--unless you know you are dead wrong. In which case, that is 
your problem.  
 
The more people on the rez treat each other with respect, the more they will have 
respect. Practice voicing your opinions with respect and see how it changes out 
there. Respect is a powerful thing. It makes people stronger.  
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You cannot do it alone. You need each other.  
 
I cannot do this blog on my own, I need all of you.  
 
There are no advertisements on this blog. I get no money for it. Nor would I 
accept any. I pay for the domain and the hosting. I am only the messenger. If you 
want to improve the accuracy of the message or the direction of it, do what so 
many have already done... write to me. This is your voice. I cannot do it without 
you.  
 
We know I am not perfect. I do not expect you to be perfect. WE are, together, 
imperfectly, moving forward. It is getting better. Not fast enough, not good 
enough, not really enough... but never quit.  
 
You know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 


