
August 24, 2009 
Diabetes Angel 

 
There is a woman, Paula Persechini-
Petitti, who has dedicated herself to 
helping Indian People learn about, 
treat and deal with diabetes.  She has 
worked on the Pine Ridge Rez in 
South Dakota, and was working there, 
driving on those worthless, 
unmaintained roads, when she was 
hit from behind. She is now in 
desperate need of donations from 
anywhere and everywhere to get the 
care and treatment she needs.  
 
As you know, our health care, in our 
country, one of the richest countries in 
the world, is shamefully in 37th place 
in the 'developed' world when it 

comes to taking care of our own. There was no profit in Paula's work. Her hours 
were long and hard. She was dedicated. Now, she needs us. All of us, to reach 
out and give something back to her, just so she can live.  
 
I say she was an Angel sent to us to help us when no one else would or wanted 
to. If we don't take care of our Angels in their time of need, there will be no more 
angels sent to us.  
 
I am handing over this posting to a guest blogger, Denis Campbell, Editor in 
Chief of UKProgressive.co.uk, who has been championing her cause since the 
day it happened. I am including links to more information and to donate to her 
cause.  
 
I am asking everyone who knows someone with diabetes, to pray for Paula. I am 
asking everyone who can, to donate whatever they can, to help this angel.  
 
Bring Paula Home  The Story by Denis Campbell 
 

Paula Persechini-Petitti Founder and Director 
of 

Black River Project 
 
 
On 22 June, my high school friend, Paula Persechini-Petitti was delivering 
emergency diabetes health screenings across the Pine Ridge Sioux Indian 
Reservation. Pine Ridge was economically distressed in the ʻ70s. It is now a 3rd 
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world nation within the USAʼs borders with a land mass the size of Connecticut 
and a road system equivalent to Zimbabwe. 
 
Her car was rear-ended there at 60 mph (100 kph) placing her in a coma. Friends 
raised $18,000 in cash for an emergency medical life-flight from Rapid City, SD 
to home in Boston that her health insurance would not authorise. She is awake 
but requires long-term, highly specialized brain injury treatment. Paulaʼs case is 
another example of the broken US healthcare system. 
 
Ironically, she spent her life bringing life-saving medical supplies and doctors to 
3rd world ʻhospitalsʼ around the world through the BlackRiverProject.org. Now 
her insurance refuses to cover the $45,000 pre-payment required for a brain 
injury rehab hospital. They will park her in a nursing home. Such ʻparkingʼ though 
will not help her recover and she runs the risk of losing her home and financial 
ruin. So, she needs all of our help and… would never ask for it for herself. 
 
I am running in two road races to raise funds for Paulaʼs care. On Sunday, 06 
September, itʼs the HSBC Cardiff 10K (6.2 miles) and on 18 October, the Cardiff 
1/2 marathon (13.1 miles/21 kms). As many know, I had a minor stroke, 9-
months ago. Iʼve since lost 30 kilos (66 lbs/4.6 stone) through diet and running. 
My goal is to run in my 1st every marathon in London (at age 52!) in April, 2010. 
 
Every penny you give helps ease the familyʼs burdens. We would be extremely 
grateful if you could consider a $5, £10 or €20 contribution (more, gratefully 
accepted!) here at the website www.BringPaulaHome.org It only takes a two 
clicks after entering your credit or debit card using the secure Internet PayPal 
system. Please insert the words: “Denis runs” in the more info field so they can 
keep track. With your help we can hopefully raise $5,000 for Paulaʼs care. 
 
I wrote about Paula in several articles (1st one is third on the page). Paula never 
accepted “no” for an answer and has done the impossible for so many. She is 
fighting back and we canʼt accept “no” for her. She is a once-in-a-lifetime “force 
of nature,” what would happen if Mother Theresa were crossed with Joan Jett. 
This e-mail is going to some 4,000 people with my advance deepest thanks for 
your kind attention. 
 
All the best, 
 
Denis Campbell 
 
Links to ongoing story of Paula (and other issues you might find interesting) (Note—these 
links are located on the web version only. Really hope you can get there to view them) 
 
There were enough donations to get Paula home, but not enough for her ongoing 
care. She will be left to rot in a nursing home, with no therapy, just maintenance, 
if we fail to raise enough funds to get her into rehab. That rehab, as with most like 
it, will not accept Insurance. Reason being, that most Insurance companies take 
months to decide if they will pay or deny the claims. This leaves both the patient 
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and the rehab on the hook for all the money that is not paid by the Insurance 
Companies, and which most patients can't afford.  
 
People in Paula's condition, clearly, cannot fight for themselves, nor can they 
afford to hire a lawyer or advocate to fight the insurance companies on their 
behalf. That is one of the ways insurance companies manage to defeat the 
common citizen and defy compassion. They just don't pay. (Note: Public Option 
means that you can hold the government accountable for care. If they don't pay, 
they can be voted out. Insurance companies are full of executives whose names 
you will never learn.) 
 
Interesting in these articles that Bill Frist, (R-TN) who is himself an MD, has 
fought to defeat healthcare and to deregulate Insurance Companies, making it 
even harder to hold them accountable. He also bashes IHS, which is drastically 
underfunded because of his cuts.  
 
He has never done anything to make health care affordable, available to us. But 
he has been a big friend to the Insurance companies and their CEOs who pay 
billions of dollars in bonuses to their CEOs every year. Now, he bashes the very 
program he has starved, for being weak and inadequate. Get your priorities 
straight folks. Without the Public Option, any one of us can be in Paula's 
situation. Our friends sent begging on our behalf, for something as basic as 
healthcare.  
 
I say to those in Indian Country: Help this woman. She has probably saved more 
Indians through her relentless dedication to health and well-being in places the 
government would rather no one even look. Fail to help her, there will be no more 
angels because, clearly, they are not appreciated. 
 
Clearly, it takes so little to help someone who has done so much. I know you 
want to help. 
 
I am making a page just about Paula and will add it to the links so that you can 
follow the progress.  
 
Our regularly scheduled blogging will resume --next posting.  
 
Meanwhile, help those who are working to help Paula 
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


