
September 30, 2008 
One More For The Road 
 
Well, since my friends know where to find me, I have been given the "nudge" to 
get another posting in before the end of the month.   The same friend pointed out 
that the "crystal meth" poem is disputed on Snopes.com (a hoax busting site) as 
being a valid poem, but that the origins are not as claimed.  Several people 
claiming authorship.  (Interesting since the author supposedly died.)  So, I 
corrected that aspect, and left the poem up.  But without the claim of its 
authorship/circumstances.  (You write, I fix) 
 
So, one more blog, before the end of the month.  
 
Melt Down 
 
By now, most everyone has heard about the economic meltdown.  Our 
government has failed us and leaves us to clean up the mess.  We don't clean it 
up, we all lose.  Essentially, we are held hostage, and the ransom is all our 
money, our children's money, their children's money for decades to come.  (Any 
clue as to how much the interest is on a trillion smackaroos? Me neither.)  
 
Here's how it works: (Let me know if you recognize a pattern): Congress is about 
to go into recess and we are being told (lied to) that the 'fundamentals of our 
economy are strong', despite the alarms going off as major housing market 
downturns, foreclosures continue to plague the land of the free, home of the 
brave.  
 
Suddenly, (and the clock is ticking here) we are warned of an impending disaster 
that would rival the Great Depression.  A 2-1/2 pg. 'plan' is handed to congress 
as the only solution.  And it needed to be acted on NOW. Urgent! Hurry! Danger! 
Danger!  
 
It was the largest money grab in history. One trillion dollars in the hands of one 
man.  An appointee of the Bush Administration.  Same folks that brought us a 
war that had nothing to do with 9/1l, Taliban or WMDs, under the heaviest 
possible warnings, including words like "mushroom cloud" and 'global danger'... 
Same folks that brought us the Patriot Act, which essentially stripped us of most 
of our rights as American Citizens and gave unbelievable power to a man we 
now know lies and lies and lies...  
 
That same Administration appointed the man who now, urgently presses a 2-1/2 
page proposal into the sweating fists of congressional leaders who are reeling 
from the numbing news that our economy is in a state of collapse.  The simple 
proposal, which was claimed to be the only solution to impending disaster, 



Restless Spirit: The Blog 30 September 2008 
Page 2 of 5 

("mushroom cloud"?), of global proportions... required that we trust him with one 
trillion dollars.  We also could not ask, direct or oversee anything he did with all of 
that money.  Nor would he be accountable to anyone, ever, for how he used the 
money, and no laws could touch him.  
 
In the past, just as congress was ambushed with dire news, we were lied into a 
war, and into giving up our rights as citizens, to protect our country. Note: 
Dictators take all the rights from the people, all the power for themselves "to 
protect the country".  Just ask them. Benevolent every one of them! 
(Unappreciated, too!) 
 
Crying Wolf 
 
People were up in arms.  We had been lied into a war, tricked by our own fear of 
appearing 'unpatriotic' into signing away our rights in the Patriot Act, and now, 
just before the elections, just before the recess of congress, one last grab for 
guts and nuts of the US, making the pillaging of our treasures complete. 
 
The Little Boy who Cried Wolf, as we remember, did it so that he could 'fool' 
people.  It made him feel powerful.  The last time he cried 'wolf' there really was a 
wolf, but no one believed him and he was wolf dinner.  
 
This might very well be, and from all appearances it is, the real wolf this time.  
But we have lost faith in our government.  We have lost trust for having been lied 
to, too many times.  The credibility of our President and Vice President has hit 
the ground with a mighty splat.   
 
Not so fast this time. We want to know more.  And maybe, just maybe, we want 
to be sure that what we are getting is the real deal this time.  More than anything 
else, we want to be able to hold people accountable:  Those who fix the mess, as 
well as those who "brung" it to us.  
 
Accountability is the one thing that makes democracy work.  Without it, you have 
a dictatorship in disguise. Disguised, perhaps, as a crying wolf, begging to save 
us, if we only will see the wisdom of letting him in?  
 
Lose Lose 
 
Either way, we lose.  If we allow this bailout, it comes just before the elections 
and whomever comes in afterwards has a mess to clean up.  Could be a whole 
new crew in the House and Senate.  Will be a new crew, for sure, in the White 
House.  
 
If we don't proceed with the bailout, we risk our ship sinking with all hands on 
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deck; the rats having deserted the ship to off shore accounts long ago.   
 
The second option has an upside from my point of view.  It would be a great 
leveler, so-to-speak.  The economy collapses, and all financial structures fail. We 
become completely dependent on one another to make it through from day to 
day.  We become 'tribal'.   
 
A lot of death, chaos and confusion, but we might find we have actually, some 
control over our own lives as we fight off the looters day and night, and other 
predators after night falls.  Be a total Mad Max movie with a cast of billions.  
 
Our economic geniuses at the helm knew that taking away the rules, taking away 
the penalties, would eventually lead to this.  They didn't care.  This was held back 
from us until the very last minute, when little could be done about it.   
 
Instead of regulating and repairing years ago, when the trend was forecasting 
this result, it was hidden from us.  We hid it from ourselves.  We did not want to 
see.  We did not want to believe we were being herded over the cliff.   
 
Now, at the end of the session, just as the elections are in play, we are being 
stampeded again, to the cliff's edge.  We wake up just as flag waving riders, 
come at us, full gallop.  Doing this, of course, for our own good. For the Good of 
the Country.  
 
Two flags being waved: One is the American Flag, and we must do this in order 
to save our country.  That flag waved at us to blind us in the past, pushed in our 
face as if to say: Look itʼs Patriotic! 
 
The other flags are all the red flags that we were told, as recently as two weeks 
ago, were ʻfalse alarmsʼ shouted by alarmists.   
 
Now, all flags fly and we are being stampeded, misdirected, redirected, and not 
properly informed as to where we will land.  (Isnʼt that a cliff over there?) 
 
No wonder, given the pattern of lies, abuse and scandal of this President and his 
pals, the people balked.  
 
If we go for this, it will be a debt born by the generations not yet born. If we don't, 
it will be the unraveling of our economy.  You pick.  
 
It was the lack of accountability that did this to us. Never again just accept what 
your government tells you.  Learn, educate yourself, and think.  Talk to others, 
listen to their ideas and opinions and learn.  Do not be afraid to actually find out 
for yourself what is and what is not, true. 
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Melting Pot 
 
How did we get to this point?  
 
Wrong question.  Look around you.  Where are we now? We have been bled to 
grey of our soldiers, our treasure and our credibility in this world.  Now, our 
economy is worthless.  Our resources have been handed over to private 
industries, which raid them, destroy them and sell back to us 'necessities of our 
lives'.  
 
Oil, minerals, uranium, gems, timber, water and even the airwaves, are all under 
the control of private persons who take that which belongs to us as a nation, for 
their own personal profit.  As we have seen with the recent revelations of the 
Department of the Interior's multitude of scandals, we have in fact, been robbed 
by drunkards, drug dealers, thieves, embezzlers.  The hookers were just there to 
seal the deals. 
 
The environment is disrespected, and we are restricted on where and how we 
can travel.  We can be stopped by any cop, any time, for any reason, and 
arrested without cause and held without trial indefinitely.  
 
We have nothing to leave our children and grandchildren, but debt and futility for 
a long time to come. Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome to Indian Country.  We are 
all Indians now.  
 
It started when we allowed our government to steal land and resources, break 
treaties, which are essentially promises in contract form, and mistreat a class of 
people without any of us either being aware of the depth of ongoing holocaust; or 
when we got a glimpse, not wanting to know how deep and bad it was. 
 
Besides, what was being done to the Indians was making it possible for our 
country to thrive and develop and make progress. It was for the good of the 
People and the Protection of the Country.  And they were just, you know--
Indians.   
 
Well, now we are the Indians. It's being done to us. 
 
Just like Red Cloud and the rest of them were cornered into signing bad treaties, 
or risk the slaughter of their people; we are now faced with signing a contract that 
is a bad deal for us; with a government that has a history of not honoring 
promises or contracts.  
 
How does it feel? Scary? Uncertain? Hopeless?  
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Well, folks, there is something we can do.  But we have to come together, and 
work together to get it done.  
 
We have to remember that we are a Melting Pot.  That together, we are a 
stronger mettle, for all our histories have much in common.  More in common 
than not. The sooner we realize that, the sooner we can let go of the self-
defeating traits that serve only to keep us at from uniting, and promote our 
suspicions of one another.  The sooner we let go of our ignorance, the sooner we 
can better serve our own best interests. 
 
We can let go of racism and jealousy, and come together.  We can, when we 
come together, hold accountable those who have, for hundreds of years, 
controlled us and set us against one another by manufacturing fear and mistrust, 
racism and radical reactionaryism.  
 
We got to this point because we allowed it to happen to others.   
 
We got to this point because we didn't think it was important when it was 
happening to others.  
 
We got to this point by believing we were separate in the eyes of the Creator, and 
unequal in our differences.  
 
We can get out of here, and go to a better place as a nation, but only if we drop 
the dead weight of jealousy and racism and come together.  
 
Jealousy and racism spring from fear.   
 
Fear fades when we realize that we can make mistakes and learn from them.  
We can trust others because we can trust ourselves to survive any betrayals 
delivered to us.  We know we can, because we already have survived so many.  
 
Or we can stay divided, coddle our fears, defend our ignorance, and wait for it to 
get worse.  
 
The choice is ours. The time is now.  
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


