
July 21, 2008 
Critical Thinking 
 
Critical thinking is when the brain actually works to show you what is true and 
what is bunk in your reality.  Many have had the critical thinking part, pretty much 
beaten out of them in Residential School, and so did not teach the process to 
their children and grandchildren.  The rest of the country just had their critical 
thinking erased by mass media conglomerates that focus on repeating 
distractions (Paris Hilton, Britney Spears, bumbling bears, etc.) masquerading as 
'news'.   
 
"News" used to be a source of information that related to our lives, our families, 
our community, our country and our world. Now, 'NEWS' is just distractions and 
slick marketing of product placement as "stories" with the occasional 'shark 
attack' in summer, body count from misbegotten wars, weather and sprinkled in 
to make it look like 'information'. 
 
Critical thinking is when you are told something and you question it: You see 
obvious contradictions or illogical process and you question it to either clear up 
any misunderstanding on your part, or satisfactorily conclude it is bunk and 
disregard the 'information' from that source as 'unreliable', 'false & misleading', 
'garbage', 'hogwash' and/or 'deceptions'.  
 
When you conclude 'deception' from your critical thinking process, you become 
aware of more information that could be concealed (or attempted to be 
concealed) by those practicing to deceive, mislead, misdirect your 'thinking' and 
'attention'. You can then ponder the motive behind it all.   
 
With the 'critical thinking' process engaged, you can, even when you are lied to, 
perceive not only what is probably true (the opposite of what you are being told), 
but also the connections involved behind those deceptions.  
 
You can also determine more confidently that the information you are being told 
is 'reliable', 'truthful', 'probable' and use that information to guide yourself along 
the path of life you are on, to where you want to be.  With critical thinking, you will 
know which is which, what is what, and it is a lot harder for those who want to 
mislead you, control you, use and abuse you to get away with it. 
 
For that reason, it is important that we all learn to think, not just accept any lame, 
half-witted story that is tossed our way by people who are, frankly, not smart 
enough to figure out who farted in the phone booth. 
 
An early example of 'critical thinking' can be the typical sibling squabble.  
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"He bit me!" holds up arm with teeth marks clearly from younger brother. 
 
"Nuh-uh!" Guilty brother thinks of lie to cover the obvious evidence against him: 
"Her arm was passing by my mouth just as it was closing." 
 
A parent with 'critical thinking' would automagically know that the little booger is 
lying to save his ass.  Inasmuch as there appears to be two or more bite marks, 
the question to Booger Boy is: "So, you 'accidentally' bit your sister how many 
times before you realized that you mouth was in the vicinity of her arm?"  
 
If that is met with further foot shuffling, denials and wild nonsensical, illogical 
descriptions of how it happened, the follow-up question should be: "Do you think I 
am dumb enough to believe that line of crap?" 
 
Wake UP Call 
 
But that process has been dormant in all of us, as a nation, for far too long. It is 
time to wake up and jump start the brain cells in charge of processing our 
information (sorting into 'relevant', 'junk' and 'deception' piles), once again, if we 
are to survive as a family, community, nation, and species.  
 
Stupidity is the quickest route to extinction.  We may have too many people and 
this would be a natural 'thinning out' process, but think about this part: Indians 
are being made extinct by laws that declare you are not an Indian after you marry 
into other races two times.  No other race is deemed 'invalid' after intermarriage, 
except for Indians.  
 
Indians are racing to extinction through the collapse of what used to be the 
strongest family and community alliances and bonds, mostly through the 
genocidal practices of government which rent the fabric of Indian culture into 
shreds.  This has left successive generations more and more without foundation, 
and without political will to make the changes that would reverse the damage 
done.  Addictions of alcohol, drugs and gambling are taking what is left of the 
dignity of Indian people, and killing them off, both slow and swift.  
 
It could be argued that this is true everywhere, and indeed, it is to a very large 
degree. To those who would argue that I am picking on Indians, ignoring the 
issues in the greater population, I would say this: "We don't have enough Indians 
left that we can afford to waste them in this world, in these awful ways.  Other 
races will survive longer, by sheer numbers.  But Indians are a vanishing people, 
and no one will come to save them.  No one can. Indians have to save 
themselves.  They have to wake up, stand up, make the changes and do the 
hardest work. Otherwise, they perish and are no more.  Indians do not have the 
luxury of ignoring the facts that glare out at them from every angry face, and the 
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younger and younger ages on the grave markers. “ 
 
To ignore the warnings, the messengers and the message by attributing it to me 
picking on Indians is to walk ever more blindly into the abyss.  If you see people 
suffering and dying…if you see children taken by addiction, lives ruined before 
they've had a chance to really live; if you saw corruption grinding your dignity 
under the heels of the murderers and rapists, who laugh as they rob you, addict 
your children; would it make more sense to heed the warnings? Learn how to 
make the changes that can save you? Your family? Your future? Or would you 
continue to ignore the sirens, whistles, flashing lights and screams and head into 
the depths of unnecessary despair, because you chose to read 'offensive' into 
what you should have recognized as 'true'? 
 
The decisions are yours, but they affect not only you, but your family, parents, 
children, nieces, nephs, cousins, brothers and sisters. It affects your community 
and the shape of hope or despair; healing or hurting.  Dismiss the messages 
enough, ignore the warnings enough, and a point is reached where you cannot 
find the strength to save yourself; cannot find the allies to support you and help 
you pull out of a death spriral; and wish, too late, you had heeded the warnings, 
learned the lessons and taken a different path. 
 
Too late you see that you, selfishly, have done damage to those you cared about, 
when if you had thought about it a little more clearly, evaluated more 'critically', 
you could have been a part of the healing, repair and rebuilding of your life, and 
all the lives your life touches and upon which you have an effect and a value, with 
every breath you take. 
 
Those who want to control you, want you to not see yourself as part of anything 
bigger than your momentary displeasures.  They don't want you to question what 
they tell you as they lead you into racism, addictions and destruction.  They want 
you to not question, not even care or think you can make a change or have an 
effect on anything, anyone bigger than yourself.  
 
I am here to tell you that you are important, valuable, needed and necessary to 
all that will make this life, this world, a better place.  I am here to tell you that we 
have an incredible amount of work to do; individually and together, and we don't 
have the luxury of wasting time creating ways to ignore each other, dismiss one 
another, or shirk our obligations to the next generation.  That if you do not do 
your part now, the next person will have even more to do of your work before 
they can begin their own work.   
 
So much of the work we have to do now, is because people before us did not 
realize how important it was to do their part before they left it undone.  But if we 
don't do it, pick our our load and the load left behind by those who never stood 
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up, then we condemn the children to carry our our trash, clean up our messes, 
and they might find they don't have the strength.  
 
If we think about it, we wake up and realize how much there is to do.  Realize 
that it won't start to get done until we make the changes in ourselves that start to 
get it done.  
 
Critical Thinking Can Be Fun 
 
They say that smart people can find amusement in attempts by others, to deceive 
them.  What is probably not funny, but is ridiculous enough to laugh at, is how, for 
so long, supposedly 'smart' people never spotted or called out the glaring 
stupidity involved. (Go Zen for hours at a time if you ponder "why"). 
 
One reader, having read through Pete Belgarde's statements at the time that 
Eddie's Body was staged on the HWY to look like a hit and run, (Pete Belgarde 
eager to play his part in the hit-and-run scenario, unaware that Plan A was too 
full of crap to fly) detailed an illogical story as to where he was, what he was 
doing when he claimed to have heard what he claimed to have heard (which 
clearly, he did not hear).  Remember, he was more than two miles away; It was 4 
AM (he never did get his time frame right), claiming that he was feeding his 
horses when he heard tires squealing. More than one point of his 'details' rubbed 
the reader the wrong way. Not just inconsistencies in time, but subtle slips in 
'location'. 
 
Now, just like the man who, upon being told his wife (whom he had murdered) 
was late for an appointment, begins to speak of her in the past tense: "...she was 
such a good mother..." things like that.  Dead giveaways to those adroit enough 
to question such a seemingly out of place 'slip'.   
 
Remember: the scenario the Turdclan, Helleckson, Fisher and Crooks settled on 
was that Eddie was murdered around 2:30 AM.  (Time of death did not fit the 
scene as staged.  Rigor mortis, what a bitch, eh?) Remember that Eddie was 
wearing QBall's clothes and shoes, waaay too big for Eddie.  But the clothing 
was never examined?  
 

CHECK: The interior of big shoes found on Eddie's feet not checked for 
fiber evidence (forensic science) 
CHECK: Pants not checked for fiber evidence 
CHECK: Eddie's shirt not checked for fiber evidence. 
CHECK: Witness was feeding his horses? In the middle of the night? 
Things that make you go "HMMM" 
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Followed by this letter (Obviously the critical thinking was engaged and would not 
let go of the myriad inconsistencies): 
 

He was "..feeding his horses. He heard squealing tires, so he ran out."   
 
"Ran out?" 
 
Does that mean he had been inside, when he heard squealing tires? 
Inside? where inside? Inside his house.? 
So he ran "out", when he heard squealing tires?   
Does that mean that the horses that he was feeding were inside also?  
Where inside?  In the T.V. room?  In the kitchen? or in the bathroom or in 
the bedroom?  
If he was feeding his horses at the time he heard squealing tires, so he 
ran out to see the car that was squealing its tires? Then that means that 
he must of been feeding his horses inside his house?..HMMMM. 

 
 
 
To be fair, the Defense also had questions regarding the shifting inconsistencies 
in Belgarde's and the others' statements. But they were not allowed to ask them 
at the trial because Judge Benson would not allow a proper defense.  
 
Tough To Kill 
 
Indians are tough to kill. With all that has been rained down upon Indians, the 
genocide by legislation, the corruption, and a separate Bill of Rights that makes it 
impossible for Indians to take their government to court or hold them 
accountable;  despite the addictions, the abuses and the hardships, Indians are 
still with us.  
 
Indians are still struggling to make it better and to raise their children in a way 
that both educates them in their culture and gives them pride in their heritage, but 
also gives them opportunities to make their mark in this world.  Indians are tough 
to kill.   
 
The government wants them to just lay back, quietly and not stand up, not be 
heard, not be allowed to reclaim their lands, and to not be remunerated for the 
resources (Oil, water, minerals, Uranium, Timber) that have been, and are being, 
illegally extracted from them, with the aid and assistance of Government, 
politicians who masquerade as 'Friends of the Indian People'. 
 
You are still here. We are still here.  WE still have a chance to change what is 
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wrong and corrupt about our community and our nation, but we must wake up 
and use what we have left, to save ourselves. 
 
My thanks to the reader who signs "Hmmmmm", for showing me that a key factor 
in bringing about change, 'critical thinking' is alive and well out there. Maybe a 
spark, maybe a beacon, but the light is on if you know where to look.  
 
I will try to get a blog out later this week, but time and travel between now and 
August 1st (next trip) is to places that did not have internet access (or even cell 
phone reception) last time I was there.   
 
I hope to be able to resume more full-time attention to the blog this summer.  
Then again, "Life is what happens to you while you're busy making other plans."--
John Lennon. 
 
Stay awake.  Keep your mind strong, alert and playful. 
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


