
 
 
August 28, 2008 
Holocaust v Ongoing Genocide 
 
A couple of articles in the Grand Forks Herald were brought to my attention.  One 
much better thought out than the other, in my opinion, on the topic of Guilt and 
Pity in Indian Country.  
 
They both compared the Nazi Holocaust survivors to modern day Indians.  Both, I 
feel, although some points were valid, missed the greater message.  
 
People in Indian Country have used and manipulated the system to get more 
appropriations from Government.  But there is much damage that needs to be 
repaired in Indian Country.  The point is not "How much money?" Rather it is 
"Where is the money going?"  More to the point:  Is it going to help fix the existing 
problems?  Or is it going into the control of those who create the problems and 
prevent the healing? 
 
One writer implied that since the Jewish survivors 'got over it' essentially, and put 
the horrors of the concentration camps behind them, they were able to bring 
themselves up, succeed and take their rightful place in this world; and that 
somehow, Indians have not been willing to do this for themselves and therefore, 
hold themselves back. 
 
A little more education would have made the comparison more workable.  Let us 
look at what happened, point-by-point in what we can all agree on now, were 
both 'holocausts'. 
 
The Nazi Holocaust lasted one generation.  One.  When the horrors were 
exposed, the whole world was appalled.  The whole world demanded Justice.  
Those who perpetuated the crimes against Humanity were hunted down, 
arrested, put on trial and jailed.  Even unto their old age, even in remote 
countries, they were and continue to be, hunted down and held accountable.  
 
That, Good People, is why there was healing.  We, as the Human Race, stood 
together and demanded accounting, and got it.  
 
Further, the German government took major steps to make sure that the system 
could never be used to mistreat people again.  The government itself, not only 
apologized, but made fundamental core changes that made the healing possible.  
 
Still, and even though there was only one Hitler, and one generation of Genocide, 
all Germans are stained with the stink from that time.  To their credit, the German 
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People have overcome their own racist policies, their own flaws and made the 
changes necessary to ensure fairness and protection for everyone.  Even to this 
day, they have not stopped. 
 
Contrast that, if you will, with the genocide of Indian People that began almost 
from the moment of Contact and which is ongoing to this day.  Those who 
committed atrocities against Indian People are still written in history books as 
heroes.  No one has ever been held accountable, no one has been brought to 
trial, and the corrupt system that sucks the life out of our nation, all of us in this 
nation, is not only still in place, but it is made more powerful by the fact that we 
know nothing about how it works, who is benefiting from it, nor do we understand 
how it hurts us all.   
 
Imagine, if you will, that Nazi Germany were allowed to continue running 
concentration camps in a revised form, to 'contain the Jews' and 'Protect the 
citizens'.  Imagine if those Nazis who had perpetuated the greatest atrocities 
upon the Jewish People had been hailed throughout history, as heroes?  Imagine 
also, if you can, that instead of hunting them down and holding them 
accountable, Germany had instead, created a system that catered to the corrupt 
who would continue to keep the Jewish People down.  
 
Now imagine, if you can, that this had gone on, not for one generation, but for 
TEN.  Imagine also, what this world would be like if we had not, all of us, Jews, 
non-Jews, Citizens of the World, not known what had happened, and never held 
anyone accountable.  Imagine that world.  
 
Telling Indian People to drop the guilt trip is fair only if you apply it to those who 
do nothing to help themselves.  Only fair if you apply it to the corrupt who use the 
plight of oppressed people to gain appropriations under false pretense, only to 
empower and enrich themselves.   
 
However, using the example of Nazi Germany and how those horrors were 
defeated, we must begin to apply that example of National and Global awareness 
to begin to end the more than 200 years of genocide.  We must begin, at some 
point now, to hold accountable, those who have committed crimes against 
Humanity, in Indian Country.   
 
Germany could not move forward had they not held accountable not only those 
who committed the atrocities, but their own system and their own apathy for 
allowing it to come into existence.   
 
The US is in the worst shape ever.  Economically, we are drowning in multi-
generational debt.  Our standing in the world suffered a steep decline based on 
the lies we allowed ourselves to believe, and which we continue to allow echo 
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through the mouths of ambitious politicians whose only goal is power.  
 
Germany hungered for power at one time.  They allowed bullies to intimidate 
them.  They became fearful of free thought and would not allow anyone to 
question authority.  They paid the price and they learned the lessons and they 
have a strong nation now, where everyone can speak, and the Truth is not the 
Enemy.   
 
How far could we have advanced, as a Nation, in this world, had we, so many 
generations ago, addressed the wrongs that were being done in our name.   
Imagine that Nation, that world, if you can.   
 
We owe it to ourselves to not allow this work to remain undone for another 
generation.  
 
There is much to rectify in Indian Country.  There are many to be held 
accountable.  There is a truer history to be recognized.  There are corrupt 
politicians who have stolen from us all, our dignity, our decency and kept hidden 
from us, long enough, the genocide of Indian People that continues to this day, in 
our name, and with the blessing of our narrow minds and closed eyes. 
 
If we wait for the world to see us for what we have done, both at home and 
abroad, with genocidal practices for the sake of controlling all the resources and 
the lust for power; if we wait for that moment before we begin the work that is 
ours to do, it will take a thousand years for us to regain our standing in this world, 
as Good People; as a Fair and Just Democracy.  
 
Do we begin this work now?  Or do we allow those precious babies, not yet born, 
to do our work for us? 
 
25 Years 
 
I remind us all of just one murder, 25 years ago.  Eddie Peltier, stomped to death, 
mangled beyond recognition, because of a temper tantrum of a bully who did not 
like being given a traffic ticket.   
 
There were no less than 20 witnesses to that murder, and 50 more who later saw 
his body being dragged out of the Blazer and into the bathtub where two girls 
were forced to wash him up and rid his body of any evidence.   There were 
people who saw it all, and have kept their secrets, even unto their graves.  
People who have protected the evil and the corrupt.  People who have prospered 
because they lied against the innocent.  
 
I remind us all, that it was 25 years ago that Eddie Fish lost the fight of his life; 
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ambushed and outnumbered.  I remind us all that those who committed this 
murder and who helped with the cover-up have never been held accountable, 
never brought to Justice. Never.  They are known by everyone for what they are 
and what they have done, and they have been allowed power, prestige and 
political control.  They have never been held accountable.  
 
How would we feel if the Nazi's, instead of being held accountable, were allowed 
to continue murdering at will, anyone they chose?  
 
How do we feel about our country?  Is it strong enough? Are we strong enough to 
overcome our secret history?  Are we able and willing to finally gather up the dirty 
laundry we have been hoarding and piling up on the land of our forefathers, and 
clean up our act?  
 
Or is there room for Eddie's murder, and all the other murders in Indian Country, 
to go uncounted, and those who commit the wrongs, the atrocities, allowed to 
continue gathering and using the power of office to protect themselves from 
being held accountable for what they have done to Indian Country, Our Country, 
in our name?  
 
This is not a time for self-pity.  This is a time for action.  Anger must be 
channeled into constructive, relentless action.   
 
The children are watching.  Their children are watching.  The Ancestors are 
waiting.  The Future is waiting.  
 
Interesting to note that before the innocent were framed for Eddie's murder, 
ceremonies were held to ask "When will the Truth Come Out?" and the answer 
was:  "When Nations Come Together."  
 
Is that what we are waiting for?  For the world, all Nations, to come together and 
hold us accountable the way that Germany was held accountable? Are we that 
cowardly? Are we that weak?  Are we that ignorant? 
 
The children are being consumed by addictions and their spirits crushed by 
alcoholism.  Fewer and fewer survive.  Apathy and Ignorance are fertile ground 
for the evils that destroy us.  More and more, we need to come together.   
 
We need to do what we can, in our own lives, to make the way for more to be 
done.  We need to address the wrongs and hold accountable, past and present, 
those who committed them.   
 
We cannot wait lest we perish in our own selective deafness, apathy and 
ignorance.    
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How would we look upon Germany, today, had they managed to keep their 
holocaust a secret all these many years?   
 
How would we look upon them, as a nation, sharing our world, if we found that 
they had known, and did nothing? That they had, instead of holding accountable 
those who committed these crimes against Humanity, had instead promoted 
them as heroes, given them positions of power and allowed them to continue the 
practices of racism, in the guise of ʻsovereigntyʼ, ignoring the cries of the abused 
and the smoke from the ovens? 
 
How will the world regard us? Or do we feel that it will never be found out?  Do 
we keep the dirty secret and allow to thrive the evil it perpetuates? Or do we 
confront it, eye-to-eye, even if that means, looking directly into the mirror?  
 
Choices.  Free Will.  The Truth shall set us free. 
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


